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CRIME GANGS — SOCIAL MEDIA — KIMBERLEY 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.30 pm]: A lot of mistruths and half-truths have been peddled in 
this chamber over the last 24 hours. Today, Hon Dr Steve Thomas moved a motion attacking the government, as 
is his role as the Leader of the Opposition. I did not agree with much of what he said. I am still bewildered by his 
stubborn misunderstanding of how the GST issue was solved. Whenever I hear the member talk about the GST, it 
reminds me of listening to a flat-earther, who despite all the facts in front of them, no matter how much evidence 
they are given, cannot take off those blinkers to see the difference between blind faith and the truth. I have to say 
that Hon Dr Steve Thomas deserves credit for the way that he conducts himself in this chamber. He is robust, but 
always respectful and intelligible. 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas: That’s my preselection flyer. 
Hon DAN CADDY: There you go; you are in! 
But that is in stark contrast to some others in the Liberal and National Parties, who, as well as having no concept 
of reality and no more than a superficial understanding of issues, seek to grandstand by referring to ministers in the 
most demeaning terms that standing orders will allow. I talk specifically about the ill-informed and embarrassing 
attacks yesterday and today by Hon Neil Thomson against the Minister for Police. Although the TikTok issue is 
obviously a recent development, issues in the Kimberley have manifested over many, many years and multiple 
generations, not in the five minutes the member has lived there since being banished from Perth in a departmental 
shake-up. As the Premier stated in his address yesterday, these issues will not be solved by his government alone. 
The McGowan government is putting in place a plan of action that is designed for future governments to build upon, 
rather than taking an ad hoc approach to address a very serious problem. It is disappointing that the member has 
not recognised the work of the Minister for Police in informing himself of the situation in the Kimberley nor the great 
efforts the minister has made in resourcing the Western Australia Police Force to respond to these challenges. 
I take this opportunity to respond to the member’s commentary towards the Minister for Police taking action to 
write to the federal Minister for Communications, Urban Infrastructure, Cities and the Arts to seek his assistance. 
The member is clearly unaware that in response to that letter, TikTok—words I never thought I would say in this 
chamber—has contacted the Minister for Police’s office and is seeking to engage with WA police to further 
investigate ways to address the issue of criminals exploiting the media platform. The Minister for Police is well 
aware of the engagement between the Western Australia Police Force and federal authorities. The member has 
failed to acknowledge that, clearly, as evidenced by the Kimberley community’s concerns, little has been done to 
address the continuing and increasing use of social media platforms by these criminals. Gathering information on 
and getting an understanding of what has been and is being done led to the minister taking the action of writing to 
the federal minister for communications as the responsible minister. That process has seen an agreed action by the 
two ministers. It is not a wrecking-ball approach; it is an agreed action. 
The letter to the minister for communications was part of bringing together a coordinated response to the criminal 
behaviour being seen in the Kimberley. Police in the Kimberley are better resourced than ever before. The McGowan 
government has placed 33 more police officers across the Kimberley than there were under the previous government. 
That is a fact. Today, the minister is in the Kimberley announcing Operation Regional Shield. This is a diverse, 
complex and well-planned deployment of police capability. The operation is heavily focused on the Kimberley; 
however, the model can be further developed to deploy capability to areas of need across regional Western Australia. 
As members of this place will appreciate, developing a sustained approach to targeting criminal activity across the 
largest policing jurisdiction in the world is not simple. Operation Regional Shield is the next phase of an increased 
police capability that will be focused on the Kimberley. 

Operations Clay and Heat Shield have been operating since 15 September and 1 December 2021 respectively, 
resulting in the deployment of 12 additional police officers and one forensic officer to the Kimberley district. These 
operations have resulted in numerous charges and a 16.7 per cent reduction in reported crime in January 2022 
compared with the previous month. Operation Clay is ongoing, with additional officers deployed every two weeks. 

The Minister for Police visited the Kimberley in August 2021. He travelled with the local member, the district 
superintendent and the assistant commissioner for regional policing to several towns in the Kimberley, including 
Broome, Bidyadanga, Fitzroy Crossing and Derby, and met with local police and community stakeholders. The 
Minister for Police again travelled to the Kimberley in September 2021 and January 2022. In late January this 
year, the Minister for Police met with shire presidents and local government representatives from the Kimberley 
to discuss the impact of crime in the region. As mentioned earlier, today, the Minister for Police is again in the 
Kimberley, meeting with local stakeholders to discuss Operation Regional Shield and the ongoing strong response 
by the McGowan government. In coming months, the Minister for Police will no doubt again travel to the Kimberley 
to focus on the East Kimberley and engage with local police and stakeholders. 
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The member does himself no credit criticising one of the hardest working members of cabinet, especially when he 
has only half the facts and barely a quarter of an idea about what he is talking about. 
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